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Oswald’s Letter
Still a Puzzle

By ROBERT 5. ALLEN ¢
Yand PAUL SCOTT
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—-Four years after the assase |
siution* of Peesident  Kennedy, I
the FBI is still Investigating a .
mystery involving the countents of ¢
the last lotter Lee Harvey Qswald
wrote bofore the Dallas tragedy.
- The correspondence, intereepted 3 :
and read by the FBI before it ar- :
- vived at i destration, was mail- !
ed t: -ihe Soviet Embassy hare ('

for the assassination.

Written as a
Sovict visa, the lotter contained |
a paeagraph refevring to the high- ;
ly secret recall of @ Cuban offi- |
clal In the Mexico City embassy
days after Oswald had visiled |
there and reiurned to Dallas, !

The batfling question the FBI
is still trying to answer is:

How did Oswald leain a’buut
this official’s ummnounced re- 1
call?

The ¥BI has concluded 1he in-
formation -wowid have had to,_
- come to Oswald from one of three
sources: i

(1) An informant in the Cuban’ ;'
_ Embassy in Mexlco City wha con-’
tacted Oswald aller ‘he veturned |
to the US; (D the Central In-.
| tetigence Agency, or (3) the,

3,

Significantly, the FBI inqulvy !,
1 ascertained that CIA and- KGB
opemtors in Mexico City leared ‘
of the otficial’'s recall at approx-"
L imalely the same time and only
a week before Oswald wrote h\s
‘letter, containing. the foll,wdng
‘| paragraph:

' was not at fault, they were, as I

sul was guilty of a gross breach °
| of regulations, T am g'lad he 'has
since been replaced.” i
Arrordine to the FBI’s find're, i
| there was absoluuteuly no way Os i
wald counld hawe obtained this *
infoemation dusing his St’plcmb")' !
visit to Mexico Qity, since 111e.
sceret recall orders from Havana -
were not transmitted until after
he had veturned to Dallas. Even
then there was wo publicity and
only & handful of persons lmew

/| about the onders. one FBI report
.| states. . s el
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on Nav. 12, 1863—or 10 days b(‘- ;o

vequest for a i‘

1 “Of'course the Soviet Entbassy b .

o )0ty vaauon o—The
Kennedy assassination, the War-
ren Commission directed one in-!

et e

3 uiry 1o CIA to determine where Os'

wald might have obtained the in-:

formation. It produced negative: (.

» results,
The CIA's memomndum to t’ne’
+ commission, newv declassified and !

on file in the National Archives, | -

slates:

““We surmise that ‘the reterence
in Oswald's ‘9 November leucr
to' &' man who has sincé been re-
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placed/must refer tq Cuban Con-i‘-- -
X

sul Euseblo Azque, who Jeft Mexs '
ico for Cuba on permanent frans: "
~fev on 18 Novembee, 1063, faur- ,
« flays before the' assassinatioty, i
"Azquc- was scheduled to leave ™
.in October but dié not leave uUitil ;
18 November, We do not know .’

Who nhght havc told Oswald t.‘nat'-“-'«.

Azque was to be mpvlaced e

'After recelving this reply from e
the Warren Commis- *- M
sizn's stalf made no furthey' in-. J- o

thc CIA,

quiry on’ the ~Axque refmencc.:
but cenlered theh- probe -on the :

“cireumstances under  which -the /. =
Cletter was prepared and later -“'
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The eommission’s inguity fnto
-the Oswald letter, most. details
“of ‘which were. butied in the %..
~voluumes of testimony, .vevealtd
" that. Mrs. Ruth Paine, on whose.
- typewritey ‘the final draft was B

i made, and Marina Oswald, knew' "

¢t the letter.and Hs contents be-
fore it was mailed.

Mrs. Palne- tesnfled' Oswald

; lyped the letter while spending

-the November 9 weekend at her
residence with his wife, After -ob- "’
secving the letter when Oswald =
‘was not around, Mrs, Paine gaid
‘she copied 'it. The commission’s p
Lrecord shows she. turned the copy -
.over . {o the FBI on Nov. ‘23, the ..
‘day after the assassmatlon.. .
" An FBI report on ftile in the
Natlonal Archives, which hag

been recently declassified, notes™: "

" that “the agency started its in-
‘vestigation immediately on inter-
cepting Oswald’s lefter after it
. was marled on Nw‘ 12, in Irvmg
Texas.
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AT The ‘time, » -agen T
- volved in the inlercept copied the
" text of the letter ‘and put. it in"

Oswald'a Waghingon file with a

‘ note that one pamgraph verified

: eowller Information. on  Oswald's
~"Mexico'. City visil.

Thn wte pointed out that Os- -

“Twald's ‘mention of “Comvade’
Ko&lm" in the fletter confirmed
-& CIA report that he had met’
wilh Valerity ‘Viadimirovich Ko-

' stikov,"a member of the consular

. ataffl of the Soviet Embassy, and

. ' one of the top KGB cfficers in the .

. Westem Hemisphere.
Oswald’s “last letler” with its -

« officlal Is also being investigated,
by New Otleans District A‘ttomey

. James . Garrison.

Records in the National Ar-

: chives heve show Garrison’'s in- '

- vestigators recently combed the

~files for information about the .

" * gell Long, La

| Oswald- letter and about how he - . :

“learned.  of - Consul
i-Azque’s unannounced recall,
.+ One witness, who appeared in*
.:Tecent weeks -

S quizzed extensively about  Os-.

*uh wald's letter, Beveral equestions, -

‘he said, sought information , de--
signed to link Oswald with sev-’
‘ eral Cubans. reputedly employed
_. by’ the CTA.
- Seénate Democratnc me Rus- "
. 8 close friend of
.the New Orleang district attorney.
*is gaying privately Garrison told -
r him the "Oswmd'letter is @& very
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'. rofe epence fo the Cuban Embassy .

before Garrison's "

- grand jury probe of the Kenmedy ..
-assassination,, has. veported to a ".
g*vemment agency that he was

Amportant part of my- wesien..
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